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Gwen Verdon as Lola 

From the 1958 film version of the 

musical 

DAMN YANKEES               

OVERVIEW  

Middle-aged baseball fan Joe Boyd sells himself to the Devil ς and to 
the machinations of a temptress named Lola ς in order to see his 
favorite team win the pennant. Filled with song and dance hits like 
άIŜŀǊǘΣέ ά{ƘƻŜƭŜǎǎ WƻŜ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƴƴƛōŀƭΣ ahΣέ ŀƴŘ ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ [ƻƭŀ 
²ŀƴǘǎΣέ 5!ab ¸!bY99{  is about Faust meeting professional 
baseball in this Broadway classic from the creators of The Pajama 
Game.  Nothing says summer fun like baseball, and this perennial 
favorite, which helped catapult Bob Fosse and Gwen Verdon to 
fame, takes you out to the boardwalk in true Broadway style.  

ABOUT THE PLAY  

DAMN YANKEES is a musical comedy with book by George Abbott 
and Douglass Wallop and music and lyrics by Richard Adler and Jerry 
Ross.  A modern retelling of the Faust legend set in Washington, 
D.C.,  ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ²ŀƭƭƻǇΩǎ ƴƻǾŜƭ άThe Year the Yankees 
Lost the PennantΦέ  

The original 1955 production of D!ab ¸!bY99{ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀǘ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅΩǎ псth Street Theatre on 
May 5, 1955, before transferring to the Adelphi Theatre on May 16, 1957, running for a total of 

1,019 performances. Directed by George Abbott, the 
production starred Gwen Verdon as the seductive 
temptress Lola and Ray Walston as Mr. Applegate (the 
Devil). It also featured Jean Stapleton long before she 
achieved television fame as Edith Bunker (TV's All in the 
Family).  
 

Beginning in March 1957, DAMN YANKEES played for 
258 performances at the London Coliseum.  In the mid-
1970s, Vincent Price starred as Applegate in summer 
stock productions while in the late 1970s and early 
1980s film actor Van Johnson appeared as Applegate in 
productions throughout the U.S.  A Broadway revival 
opened at the Marquis Theatre in 1994 with Bebe 
Neuwirth as Lola and Victor Garber as Applegate and ran 
for 718 performances and 18 previews. Garber was 
succeeded in 1995 by Jerry Lewis who, after making his 
Broadway debut, starred in a national tour and played 
the role in London, where a revival production was 
running in the West End.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Year_the_Yankees_Lost_the_Pennant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Year_the_Yankees_Lost_the_Pennant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Year_the_Yankees_Lost_the_Pennant
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A revival was produced by the City Center Encores! Summer Stars series from July 5 to July 27, 
2008.  John Rando directed and the original Fosse choreography was reproduced by Mary 
MacLeod. Given the substantial changes in the 1994 revival, this is considered by some  to be 
the first authentic revival of the original production. 
 
In 1958, Tab Hunter joined most of the original Broadway cast in a film version of DAMN 
YANKEES, and a 1967 TV film included Lee Remick, Phil Silvers, Ray Middleton, Joe Garagiola 
and Jim Backus. A film currently in the works is slated to star Jim Carrey as Mr. Applegate and 
Jake Gyllenhaal as Joe Hardy.  
 
DAMN YANKEES last appeared on the Weston stage in 1981.  

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees   

 

THE PLOT  

The plot centres around Joe Boyd, a middle-aged fan of the 
unsuccessful Washington Senators baseball team. His 
obsession with baseball is driving a wedge between him and 
his wife, Meg -- a problem shared by many other wives of 
Senators supporters.   

After seing his team lose yet again, Joe rashly declares that 
he would sell his soul to the devil to see his team beat the 
Yankees. No sooner has he spoken, than the devil appears 
before him, in the guise of suave conman, Applegate. 
Applegate claims that rather than letting Joe see his team 
win, he can go one better -- he can restore Joe's youth, and 
make him the player who wins them the pennant, in 
exchange for Joe's soul. This was more than Joe bargained 
for. He agrees, but persuades Applegate to give him an escape clause, should he dislike his new 
identity. Applegate declares that he can back out at any time before the last game of the 
season (September 24th)  -- afterwards, he belongs to the Devil. Joe bids an emotional farewell 
to a sleeping Meg, and then Applegate transforms him into dashing young baseball ace, Joe 
Hardy. 

The next day, the Senators' practice is a fiasco. Their manager, Ben Van Buren, gives the team a 
rousing pep talk ("Heart"). Applegate arrives and, introducing himself as a scout, presents Joe 
Hardy from Hannibal, Missouri. Joe promptly hits baseball after baseball out of the park in an 
impromptu batting practice. As he is signed to a Senators contract, female sportswriter Gloria 
Thorpe plans to get Joe into the public eye. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_Center
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encores!
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Rando
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minnesota_Twins
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Escape_clause
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Andrew Eckert (Eddie) and Nadine 

Isenegger (Lola) in rehearsal for 

the WPTC production 
Photo by Stuart Duke 

Theis Weckesser (Joe Hardy) and 

Marcus Neville (Mr. Applegate) in 

rehearsal for the WPTC production 
Photo by Stuart Duke 

With tremendous home runs and game-saving catches, 
Joe leads the Senators on a long winning streak into 
pennant contention and becomes a national hero. But 
Joe misses Meg dreadfully, and keeps sneaking back to 
his old neighborhood for a glimpse of her. Realizing this 
could ruin his plans, Applegate summons his demonic 
right-hand girl, Lola,  and orders her to make Joe forget 
his wife. Lola is confident that she can carry out this task. 

Joe succeeds in getting close to Meg by renting a room in 
his old house; Meg is unaware of his baseball stardom. 
Applegate and Lola manage to corner Joe in the locker 
room after another victory, and Lola confidently tries to 

seduce Joe.  But she has her first failure -- Joe loves Meg dearly, and does not fall for her.   

By the end of the season the Senators are on the verge of overtaking the Yankees, and their 
fans hold a lavish tribute. Gloria, having returned from Hannibal, Missouri where no residents 
remember Joe Hardy, confronts Applegate about Joe's real identity. Applegate implies that Joe 
is actually Shifty McCoy, a corrupt minor leaguer playing under a pseudonym. By the end of the 
tribute extra editions of newspapers arrive accusing Joe of being McCoy, and Joe must meet the 
baseball commissioner for a hearing or else be thrown out of baseball -- on the day he plans to 
switch back to being Joe Boyd. 

At the hearing, Meg and her female neighbors arrive as material witnesses, attesting to Joe's 
honesty and falsely claiming he grew up with them in Hannibal. The commissioner acquits Joe, 
but as everyone celebrates midnight strikes. Joe Hardy realizes he's doomed. 

Applegate has planned for the Senators to lose the 
pennant on the last game of the season, resulting in 
thousands of heart attacks, nervous breakdowns and 
suicides of Yankee-haters across the country.  

Following the hearing, Lola tells Joe she's drugged 
Applegate so he'll sleep through the last game, and they 
commiserate over their condemned situation at a 
nightclub. 

Late the next afternoon, Applegate awakens to find the 
Senators/Yankees game well underway. Realizing Lola has 
tricked him -- and worse, that Lola has actually fallen in love 
with Joe -- he turns her back into her ugly, aged persona. They 
arrive at the ballpark by the ninth inning, the Senators up by a run. With two outs, one of the 
Yankee sluggers  hits a long drive to the outfield. Applegate impulsively switches Joe Hardy back 
into Joe Boyd in full view of the stadium. Now paunchy and middle-aged, Joe makes a final 
lunge at the ball and catches it. Washington wins the pennant! As his teammates celebrate and 
fans storm the field, an unrecognized Joe escapes from the ballpark. 
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Late that night, Joe Boyd meekly returns to his house. Meg angrily asks why he left, but quickly 
hugs him.  Applegate materializes once again and tries to make amends by offering Joe the 
chance to resume being Joe Hardy in time for the World Series. Joe ignores him, and a tantrum-
throwing Applegate vanishes. 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees_(film)  

 

ABOUT THE CREATIVE TEAM  

George Abbott  

Without George Abbott, Broadway might have been without those 
Three Men on a Horse, The Boys From Syracuse, Pal Joey, Brother Rat, 
that New Girl in Town, those Damn Yankees, Too Many Girls, Fiorello!, 
Me and Juliet, and Flora, the Red Menace. Theater-goers would have 
never known The Pajama Game, A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum, or A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. This legendary record has 
earned him the title, "Dean of Broadway showmen."  

George Francis Abbott was born on June 25, 1887 in Forestville, NY, 
and moved shortly after to Salamanca, NY, where his grandparents set up his father in a 
wholesale tailoring business. Abbott attended the University of Rochester where he considered 
journalism for two years before turning his attention to playwriting.  

Following his graduation from Rochester in 1911, Abbott studied playwriting under George 
Pierce Baker at Harvard. After less than a year of working as a combination author, office-boy, 
and actor at the Boston theater, Abbott headed to the Big Apple to seek work as an actor with 
writing still his long-range goal.  

He continued to act, but also worked in the office of producer John Golden as he developed as 
a writer and director. His first major creation as a writer was The Fall Guy, a play he created 
with James Gleason in 1925. The following year he co-wrote and directed Broadway and Love 
'Em and Leave 'Em and directed Chicago and Cowboy Crazy. He enjoyed continued success on 
Broadway with Damn Yankees, On Your Toes, The Pajama Game, and Flora, the Red Menace.  

Abbott received Tony Awards for his writing contributions to The Pajama Game and Damn 
Yankees in 1955 and 1956, respectively, and for his writing and directing of Fiorello!, in 1959. 
He also won the Pulitzer Prize for drama for Fiorello! and a Tony for A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum.  

Abbott continued working well into his 90s. In addition to receiving a Kennedy Center Honor, he 
collaborated with George Balanchine on a revival of On Your Toes, which opened at the 
Kennedy Center on December 14, 1982. Abbott died on January 31, 1995 at the age of 107.  

Source:  

http://www.kennedy-center.org/explorer/artists/?entity_id=3685   

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees_(film)
http://www.kennedy-center.org/explorer/artists/?entity_id=3685
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Douglass Wallopp   

Like many Washingtonians of his day, Wallop 
suffered long and hard at the hands of the 
Senators. He was a homeboy and a fan. Born in 
1920, he grew up in the District, graduated from 
the University of Maryland, worked in various 
journalistic jobs, took dictation from Dwight D. 
Eisenhower for the general's account of World War 
II, "Crusade in Europe," and longed all the while to 
write fiction. His first novel, "Night Light," was 
published in 1953 to general indifference, but soon 
thereafter he turned his love for the Senators and 
his anguish over their eternal haplessness into 
"The Year the Yankees Lost the Pennant," which 
was published the next year. 

It is one of the great success stories in American 
publishing. Chosen by two of the major mail-order 
book clubs, Book-of-the-Month and Reader's 
Digest, it did well enough, but really took off after 
the Broadway (1955) and Hollywood (1958) versions were released. By the time of Wallop's 
death in 1985, it had sold more than 2.5 million copies, according to Wallop's obituary in The 
Washington Post, and had enabled him to live on the Eastern Shore, in Oxford. None of the 
more than a dozen books Wallop wrote thereafter approached its success, but the last three 
decades of his life seem to have been happy and productive. 

Source: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/10/AR2005081002033.html 

http://www.nyti mes.com/1985/04/05/arts/john-douglass-wallop-dies-author-of-novel-on-yankees.html   

 

Jerry Ross 
Ross was born Jerold Rosenberg to Russian immigrant parents, Lena and 
Jacob Rosenberg, in the Bronx, New York City. Growing up, he was a 
professional singer and actor in the Yiddish theater, where he was billed as 
ǘƘŜ άBoy SǘŀǊΦέ 
 
Following High School he studied at New York University. Introductions to 

singer Eddie Fisher and others brought him into contact with music publishers at the Brill 
Building, the center of songwriting activity in New York. 
 
Ross met Richard Adler in 1950, and as a duo they became protégées of the great 
ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊκƭȅǊƛŎƛǎǘκǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊ CǊŀƴƪ [ƻŜǎǎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴƎ άwŀƎ ǘƻ wƛŎƘŜǎέ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ Tony 
Bennett and reached number 1 on the charts in 1953. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/08/10/AR2005081002033.html
http://www.nytimes.com/1985/04/05/arts/john-douglass-wallop-dies-author-of-novel-on-yankees.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Bennett
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Bennett
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Bennett
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Adler and Ross began their career in the Broadway Theater with WƻƘƴ aǳǊǊŀȅ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
Almanac, ŀ ǊŜǾǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ όǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ άAcorn 
in the MeaŘƻǿέ by Harry Belafonte ŀƴŘ άCƛƴƛέ by Polly Bergen). 
 

Adler and Ross's second effort, The Pajama Game, opened in May 
1954 and was a popular as well as a critical success, winning Tony 
Awards as well as the Donaldson Award and the Variety Drama 
/ǊƛǘƛŎǎ !ǿŀǊŘΦ ¢ǿƻ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΣ άIŜǊƴŀƴŘƻΩǎ IƛŘŜŀǿŀȅέ 
ŀƴŘ άIŜȅ ¢ƘŜǊŜΣέ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ Hit Parade. Other notable songs 
ǿŜǊŜ ά{ǘŜŀƳ IŜŀǘέ όŦŀƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƎŜ ōȅ Bob 
FosseύΣ ά{Ƴŀƭƭ ¢ŀƭƪέΣ ŀƴŘ ά{ŜǾŜƴ !ƴŘ ! IŀƭŦ /ŜƴǘǎέΦ 
 
Opening almost exactly a year later, their next vehicle, Damn 
Yankees replicated the awards and success of the earlier show. 
Cross-ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ǿŜǊŜ άHeartέΣ recorded by Eddie 
Fisher ŀƴŘ ά²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ [ƻƭŀ ²ŀƴǘǎέ ŦƻǊ Sarah Vaughan. Both 
shows ran on Broadway for over 1000 performances. 
 
Jerry Ross died on November 11, 1955, at the age of 29, from 
complications related to the lung disease bronchiectasis. In his 

short life Ross was extremely productive; he wrote, alone or in collaboration, more than 250 
songs in addition to his theatre work. 
 
Ross was entered posthumously into the Songwriters Hall of Fame in 1982τhis wife, Judy, and 
daughter, Janie, accepting on his behalf. 
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Ross_(composer)  

 

Richard Adler 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ŘƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ 
top Broadway composers. He was born in New York City in 1921. 
Adler was the son of Clarence Adler, who was well known for his 
broadcast performances of Mozart concertos and for teaching 
such musicians as Richard Rodgers and Aaron Copland. He 
graduated from the University of North Carolina in 1943. In one of 
the most celebrated collaborations in Broadway history, Richard 
Adler and Jerry Ross composed the music and lyrics for The 
Pajama Game and Damn Yankees, both winners of the Tony, 
5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ŀǊƛŜǘȅ /ǊƛǘƛŎǎ !ǿŀǊŘǎΦ !ŦǘŜǊ wƻǎǎΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мфррΣ 
Adler went on to write the music and lyrics for stage musicals as well as television productions. 
 
Mr. Adler has received many orchestral and ballet commissions, including Eight by Adler (1984 
for the Chicago City Ballet; Emmy Award for 1985 television version). Mr. Adler is the recipient 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Belafonte
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polly_Bergen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pajama_Game
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donaldson_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variety_(magazine)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hit_Parade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Fosse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Fosse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Fosse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_(Damn_Yankees)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Fisher_(singer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Fisher_(singer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eddie_Fisher_(singer)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Vaughan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronchiectasis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songwriters_Hall_of_Fame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Ross_(composer)
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of two Tonys, a Tony nomination, four Pulitzer Prize nominations, and an Emmy. He has served 
as a trustee of the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts and in 1984, he was inducted into 
the Songwriters Hall of Fame. Of his many lifetime achievement awards, the most recent was 
from the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP). Mr. Adler is most 
fond of having been only the eighth recipient of the National Parks Service Honorary Ranger 
Award. One of his symphonic works, The Lady Remembers, was commissƛƻƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŜ [ŀŘȅΩǎ 
centennial, by The Statue of Liberty - Ellis Island Foundation and premiered at the Kennedy 
Center. 
 
In 2006, a major Broadway revival of the Adler and Ross musical, Pajama Game opened at the 
American Airlines Theater on 42nd Street. It won the 2006 Tony Award for Best Musical Revival. 
¢ƘŜ нллу b¸/ ά9ƴŎƻǊŜǎΗέ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άDamn Yankees,έ with Sean Hayes and Jane Krakowski, 
received great critical acclaim. 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ !ŘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎǳres: the 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǊǘǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƻŀŘǿŀȅ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǎȅƳǇƘƻƴƛŎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ōŀƭƭŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ 
The title of his 1990 autobiography is You Gotta Have Heart. 

Source: http://www.mcballet.org/news_pr_07_02_adler.html  

 
CONNECTIONS AND CONTEXTS  

ORIGINAL BROADWAY CAST OF PLAYERS  

Lola  Gwen Verdon  

Joe Hardy  Stephen Douglass  

Mr. Applegate  Ray Walston  

Joe Boyd  Robert Shafer  

Meg  Shannon Bolin  

Gloria Thorpe  Rae Allen  

Van Buren  Russ Brown  

Sohovik  Eddie Phillips  

Baseball Players  

Jimmie Komack  
Richard Bishop  
Nathaniel Frey  
Albert Linville  

Baseball Fans  

Jean Stapleton  
Ronn Cummins  
Jackie Scholle  
Cherry Davis  

   

Songs  
1.    Overture: Six Months Out of Every Year  

2.    Goodbye, Old Girl  

3.    Heart  
4.    Shoeless Joe from Hannibal, Mo.  

5.    A Little Brains, a Little Talent  

6.    A Man Doesn't Know  

7.    Whatever Lola Wants  

8.    Heart (reprise)  
9.    Who's Got the Pain?  

10.  The Game  
11.  Near to You  
12.  Those Were the Good Old Days  

13.  Two Lost Souls  

14.  A Man Doesn't Know (reprise)  

15.  Finale  

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees    

http://www.mcballet.org/news_pr_07_02_adler.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damn_Yankees
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In Damn Yankees, there 
is a tango, 

a mambo, a vaudeville 
soft-shoe, a barbershop 
number, a hoedown, a 
swing numberΧ¢Ƙƛǎ 
whirlwind tour of 

musical idioms gives the 
ǎƘƻǿ ŀ ōǊŜŜȊȅΧǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

"Could an aim so 
worthy as denying 
the Yankees a tenth 
consecutive pennant 
be evil?" 

REVIEW OF THE ORIGINAL PRODUCTION 

A Lot Of Brains, A Lot Of Talent 

By Rob Berman, PLAYBILL.COM  11 Jul 2008  

The music director of Encores! Summer Stars tells the story of Adler and Ross and DAMN 

YANKEES. 

 
From 1949 to 1953 the New York Yankees won five consecutive 
World Series titles. It's not hard to understand, then, the context in 
which Douglass Wallop wrote his droll 1954 novel, "The Year the 
Yankees Lost the Pennant." As a modern-day fan of my hometown 
Baltimore Orioles, who for the last ten years have floundered in the 
American League East while the Yankees have won the division 
almost every single year, I can understand Joe Boyd's willingness to 
sell his soul to Mr. Applegate in order for his beloved and hapless Washington Senators to have 
a chance for a championship. To quote Wallop's novel: "Could an aim so worthy as denying the 
Yankees a tenth consecutive pennant be evil?" 

 
Fresh off his success in 1954 with The Pajama Game, director and 
bookwriter George Abbott turned to Wallop's novel as the basis of his 
1955 musical hit, Damn Yankees. He reassembled much of the team 
from The Pajama Game, including the young songwriters Richard Adler 
ŀƴŘ WŜǊǊȅ wƻǎǎΦ Χ 
 
The commercial appeal of Adler and Ross's theatre music stemmed 
from a combination of their use of contemporary vernacular ("Hey 

there, you with the stars in your eyes," "You gotta have heart") and some great melodies and 
inventive rhythms. Ross himself said, "Subconsciously, and from our training, we're writing for 
the man in the street." And Adler was quoted to say, "We're writing the way our generation 
demands we write." 
 
I was fortunate enough to conduct the 2006 hit revival of The 
Pajama Game and what is most striking about the scores of both 
of their hit shows is the potpourri of musical styles. In Damn 
Yankees alone, there is a tango, a mambo, a vaudeville soft-
shoe, a barbershop number, a hoedown, a swing number, and so 
on. This whirlwind tour of musical idioms gives the show a 
breezy, seat-of-the-pants quality. While the Adler and Ross 
scores may not be as thoroughly integrated into the drama as a 
Rodgers and Hammerstein score, their appeal is immediate and 
undeniable. 
 
That is not to say that Adler and Ross could not be sensitive dramatists when they needed to 
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be. The wonderful Shannon Bolin, who played Meg Boyd in the original Broadway production as 
well as the film, recounted for me an early rehearsal of the lovely ballad "A Man Doesn't Know." 
Jerry Ross asked Bolin what she thought her character would say to Joe Hardy after he has sung 
to her, "A man doesn't know what he has until he loses it." Bolin improvised for him in plain, 
realistic language: "I know what you mean, Joe, only too well, for I am lonely just like you." They 
set those exact words to music and I think it is one of the most tender moments in the score. 
 
Adler and Ross were writing pop hits just on the cusp of the advent of rock 'n' roll. Consider that 
from 1950 to 1954 the Billboard Hot 100 included artists such as Nat King Cole, Bing Crosby, 
Mario Lanza and Perry Como. Bill Haley's "Rock Around the Clock" appeared on the charts in 
1955, the same year as Damn Yankees. And it was in 1956, the year of "Heartbreak Hotel," that 
the real rock 'n' roll revolution began with the ascension of Elvis Presley and Chuck Berry, 
among others. 
 
But the team of Adler and Ross would not see 1956. Tragically, Jerry Ross died at age 29 (29!) 
late in 1955 from bronchiectasis, a lung disorder. And rock 'n' roll is the one musical style 
absent from the Adler and Ross scores. "Two Lost Souls" in Damn Yankees is the closest they 
came. In fact it was originally imagined as a rock 'n' roll number, but George Abbott asked them 
to reconceive it. The vocal score still indicates "heavy rock" and the orchestration and vocal 
arrangement lean towards the early rock sounds of someone like Louis Prima, but it doesn't go 
all the way there. As the last song in their last score, it only hints at the directions in which 
Adler and Ross might have gone. 

Source: http://www.playbill.com/features/article/119444-A-Lot-of-Brains-A-Lot-of-Talent 
 

 

THE WASHINGTON SENATORS 

The National League operated a franchise in Washington from 
1891 until 1899. That team, called the Senators, folded and the 
new American League took Washington as an original franchise 
city when it began play in 1901.   
 
The team had nothing but second division finishes in its first 
decade, the worst coming in 1904 when it compiled a 38-114 
record. The biggest event during this time was the debut in 1907 
of a true prodigy τ a right hander with otherworldly talent 
named Walter Johnson. He would retire twenty-one years later 
as arguably the greatest pitcher in the game's history. 
 
In 1912-13, Johnson had perhaps the best back-to-back seasons 
any pitcher has ever had, and in so doing, he single handedly 
pulled the Nats into the first division for the first time. In 1912, 

Walter Johnson 

http://www.playbill.com/features/article/119444-A-Lot-of-Brains-A-Lot-of-Talent

