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Music and Lyrics by Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx
Book by Jeff Whitty
Based on an Original Concept by Robert Lopez & Jeff Marx

Directed by Tim Fort
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Welcome backstage at the Weston Playhouse Tlee@twmpany with our online
StageNotes. Enrich and expand your WPTC experience as you explore the history
of the play, read interviews, discover connections and contexts, and learn about
the playwrights, composers, directors, actors and designers who make/yBTC

live theatre experience so memorabl&njoy the show!

Avenue Q
is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International [MTI].
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI
421 West 54 Street, New York, NY 10019
Phone 212-541-4684. Fax: 212397-4684.
www.mtishows.com

StageNotes fAvenue @ere compiled 6pathy Bagwell Marsh & Chris Bdited by Rena Murmadennifer Amis
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AVENUE Q

OVERVIEW

A brighteyed college grad named Princeton $estin
AVENUE Q, the last affordable neighborhood in New
York City, whose denizens include a diverse band of li
characters and puppets as in afrd®ed Sesame Street
LY @I NY YR gAGle &az2y3a
wlkOAalxé |yR teNPIEyY BNy
new friends learn about losing a job, falling in love and
finding your place in the worldYermont premiere.
Suggested fomature audiences

ABOUT THE PLAY

The musical AVENUBEAN@s conceived biRobert Lopez and Jeff iga who wrote the music

and lyrics. The book bieff Whitty was largely inspired by and is in the stylSegame Street
and addresses what happens when the Sesame Street generation growsawp do these

poor, young people find their calling, their ptam the adult world and an affordable place to

f ADS dzy G At Mpst& the ahardctgrSin thelstiod, and all the leads, puppets
operated by actors onstagelhe set depicts tenements on a rundown street in New York City
and both the live chiacters and puppet characters sing.

The show was initially developed at the 2002 National Music Theatre Conference at the Eugene
hQbSATt ¢KSI &SN /ISwisitemNprotluted by atdopehct] MIDE / ¢ ®
Broadway Vineyard Theatre in March3) The production then transferred 8roadway in
July of the same year and eclipsétickedto win Tony Awards for Best Musical, Best Book and
Best Score. The show was first to spawn a production in Las Vegas (2005) and to return Off
Broadway following &ugely successful run that was extended four times and ended
September 13, 2009 after six years and 2,534 performances. In additfo2ty R2y Qa 2 S &
its international venues include Israel and Australia. dbpened Off Broadway on October 9 at

the New World Stages.

Several characters are recognizap@rodies of classiBesame Street
characters: the roommateRod and Nicky are based B8ert and Ernie,

while Trekkie Monster is based ddookie Monster. However, the
characters are in their twenties drthirties and face adult problems

instead of those faced by children of varying ages, thus making the show
more suited for the adults who grew up with and worked ®@same

3
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Streeth C2dzNJ 2F (GKS 2NAIAYyLFE OlFad YSYafeNAR O6W2KYy ¢
Barnhart and Rick Lyon) had worked ®&same Stredtefore. Part of the humor of the show

comes from its contrast t&esame Stregmainly due to thecharacters' use gbrofanity in their

dialogue (both spoken and sung), and the songs concerning thenftes, such as sex and

sexuality. A recurring theme is the central character's search for a "purpose.” Also, since the

release of the original cast recording of "The Internet Is for Porn," it has become patrticularly

popular on websites such as YouTube.

THE PLOT

The slim story line AAVENUE Qnvolves the aforementioned
Princeton, a recent arrival on the rundown block who's searching
"purpose” even as he meets, loses, and hopes tenthrall Kate
Monster. Although the details of the plot wdrbe provided here, he
eventually finds hisaison d'etre becoming-without the script
being explicit about it- a fundraiser for a nefor-profit enterprise. |
As Princeton pursues and reaches the dual goals of satisfaction i
work and love, others simtaneously search for various rewards.
Rod, a closeted homosexual who loves show music, alienates his
straight roommate Nicky and eventually reconciles with him. Brian, an unfulfllled comedian,
and girlfriend Christmas Eve, a therapist with no clients, ynand squabble with underlying
affection. Trekkie Monster does bdtumbug duty until just about the final fageut and

sounds very much likBesame Stre&st Cookie Monster.

PreliminaryDesign by Howard C. Jones



AWARDS AND NOMINATIONS

Broadway winners:
2004 Tony Award for Best Musical
2004 Tony Award for Best book of a Musical (Jeff Whitty)

2004 Tony Award for Best Original Score (Robert Lopez and Jeff !

AMERICAN
TREATRY WingH!
TOXY ARARD

Other Broadway nominations:

2004 Tony Award for Best Direction of a Musical (Jason Moore)
2004 Tony Award for Best Perfornee by a Leading Actor in a Musical (John Tartaglia)
Hann ¢2ye& ! gFNR F2NJ . Sad t SNF2NXYIyOS o6& |
20022003 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding New Musical

20022003 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Book Mduaical

2002-2003 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Actress of a Musical

20022003 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Lyrics

2002-2003 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Music

Off Broadway winners:
2003 Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding New Musical

2003 OQuter Critics Circlgpecial Achievement Award for Outstanding Ensemble Performance
and Puppet Artistry. Nominated for the 2003 Outstanding Musical award.

First National Tour Awards:

Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Non-Resident Production (Washington, DC)
GLAAD Media Award for Outstanding Theatre Production (Los Angeles)

Drama Critics Circle Award for Puppet Design by Rick Lyon (Los Angeles)

Sources:

http://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Avenue Q

http://www.theatermania.com/broadway/reviews/08003/avenueqg 3763.html



http://www.theatermania.com/broadway/reviews/08-2003/avenue-q_3763.html

ABOUT THE CREATIVE TEAM

ROBERT LOP®@&4usic and Lyrics, Original Concept, Animation Desigay awarded the 2004

Tony Award for BasScore forAVENUE Qvhich has been produced in New York, Vegas,

London, Stockholm, Helsinki, and is now on tour! Lopez's musical verdiimdaig Nempco

written with his wife Kristen Andersehopez, is currently playing in Walt Disney World, and in

2007, he cewrote songs for a musical episode of NBC's "Scrubs.” He and his brother Billy Lopez

have written music for Nick Jr's "The Wonder [S§ .
N

Pets!" and Disney's "Johnny and the Sprites."
Lopez is busy at work on lots of new projects. H
grew up in GreenwicKillage, graduated from
Yalein 1997 (with a BA in English) and now lives

in Brooklyn with his wife and daughter.

JEFF MAR®usic and Lyrics, Original
Conceptwas a young lawyer looking for clients
when he decided to leave law and become a
songwriter.He met Lopez at the BMI Lehman
Engel Musical Theatre Workshop and they
brought almost every song they ever wrote
together into the Workshop for feedback and critique. Marx  Robert Lopez and Jeff Marx

says he is forever in debt to the BMI teachers and classmates,

the AVENUE Qroduces, Rick Lyon, Jason Moore, Jeff Whitty, Lopez, and all the amazing cast
and crew over the years who helped turn the fun, dirty little musical romp into such an amazing
group achievement. Marx is currently living in L.A. with his boyfriend and two pugptes

working on various new projects, and says that the best year of his life is documented in the
film "Show Business: The Road to Broadway."

JEFF WHITTBook)won the 2004 Tony Award for Best Book of a Musical
for AVENUE (Plays includ@he Futher Adventures of Hedda Gabl&he
Hiding PlaceThe Plank ProjecBuicide Weatheland Balls Theaters
presenting his work include the Atlantic Theater Company, Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, South Coast Repertory, and the Eugene O'Neill
Theater CentertUpcoming:Tales of the City: The Musieath music by
Jake Shears and John Garden of the pop group Scissor Sisters, as well
asBring It On: The Musicalith music by Tom Kitt, Amanda Green, and
LinManuel Miranda. As an actor, Jeff has appearedBddiadway,
regionally, and in films and TV.

Sources:

http://www.avenueqg.com/creative.html

http://www.lopezmarx.com/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeff Whitty



http://www.avenueq.com/creative.html
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As just another confused guy with a BA in English, | found that
| @Sy dapeningmusical question immediately got my
attention. However, | quickly saw thAvenue had more
ambitious goals than just solving my Engiishjor malaise. Like
Sesame Stre@in steroids, the show sets out to celebratérough

every means possible including lots of loopy cometlyat deephuman dnve to find in life, joy,
romance, and, above ak sense of purpose. And, along the way, the delightful paradox of

Avenue Qs that it finds its deepest humanity in the voice and presence of puppets.

Ah, puppets....My first professional job in the theatre
was working for a mad Hungarian puppeteand |
learned right away that Europeans see puppets
differently from most North Americans. The storieS
they tell and the way they act with puppets are not
just for kids (although they certainly are inclusive o}
younger audiences). My Hungarian mentor raad
sure | knew that puppet characters had to act as
truthfully and charismatically as human characters
do. And, in fact, this central ideahat puppets can
have adult voices and concernes behind all of the
onstage work irAvenue Q The puppet chacters

F NB O6LISNKIF LA ANERY Addabing &
a rich and theatrical onstage storytelling that
becomes even more compelling as we are able to

Q. WIill WPTC build its own puppety
for the show?

A. M.T.I. (with the strong help and
support of Sharon Wheatleyour
main pyppeteer) have just created a
good set of rental puppets meant fo
professional productions. We will bg
the first to use them (and

break them in). | suspect that all
professional productions that
follow will choose to rent instead of

build”- 82liris Bnotbryfiabat K S R
intensive, but quite specialized.

D

view the puppeteers simultaneously emoting besid
their diminutive counterparts.

Avenue Qiltimately becomes downright irresistible because it makes use of all the great

collaborative elements that are native to the theatrenusic, movement, voice, dance, acting,

design, and storytellingand it does it on multiple levels (both in a large and a sstlle). It

can be saucy, silly, and surprisiand beneath its mischievous spirit and contemporary love

2 dzii ¢

stories, there is a big heart and a subversive plea for generosity, compassion and tolerance in

the world. BA in English or not, | hope you vinitifa ge
neighborhood that iAvenue Qhat will help you make

ntle lesson in the diverse, outlying
sense of it all (at least, for now).



CONNECTIONS AND CONTEXTS

CHARACTERS

Princeton

A naive college graduate withBaAin English, looking for siipurpose in life. In an on/off

relationship with Kate.

Kate Monster

A feisty, romantic kindergarten teaching assistant who falls in love with Princeton. Her dream in

life is to open a school for monsters due to having been subjected taraorister prgudice

throughout her life.

Rod

A closeted Republicamvestment banker. He is secretly in love with Nicky. A parody of Bert

from Sesame Street

Nicky

Rod's sweet, yet messy and jobless roommate. A parody of EomeSesame Street

Brian

Anout-of-work Jewistcomedian, engaged to
Christmas Eve. Becomes a consultant by the end o
the show.

Christmas Eve

A straighttalking Japanestherapist who speaks
Engrish, engaged to Brian. Has no clients because
implied that she gives poor adeichowever, she
serendipitously helps several characters throughout
the show.

Gary Coleman
Television's Gary Coleman, a washed up former ch
star. The building superintendent.

The Bad Idea Bears

Two Care Bear Casigke characters, who function as
shoulder devilsThey use their seemingly innocent
charm to manipulate people into giving in to their
desires. They later end up convertingSecientology.

Gary Coleman (February 8
19681 May 28, 2010) was
only 10 when he became a
child star on the TV sitcom
Di ffoérent St
He played Arnold Jackson, a cute ang
mischievous black child adopted by a
| wealthy white Manhattan family. The
It&how ran from 1978986 and marked
the high point of
After the show was cancelled, Colemj
became something of a Hollywood
casualty. He sued his parents for
squandering his fortune and was unal
Ido find a steady stream of acting work
Colemannevergre t al | er
due to a congenital kidney condition.
His short stature made him difficult to
cast and during his lean years, he hag
run-ins with the law and battles with
depression. He made a symbolic run
for governor of California in 2003.
Coleman ¢kd this year as the result off
a fall.

http://www.answers.com/topi@gkmyan




Trekkie Monster
A Cookie Monsteparody, addicted to Interngporn instead of cookies. It later revealed that
he has acquired large sums of money from investing in pornography.

Lucy the Slut

A sexy, promiscuous night club singer. She seduces Princeton and subsequently leaves him, and
in the process is sent to the hospital after Kate unini@mally drops a penny on her head from

the top of theEmpireStateBuilding. She later becomes a beagain Christiaand reaffirms

her chastity.

Mrs. Thistletwat
Kate's unpleasant, racist boss and kindergarten teacher.

Newcomer
A freshfaced colleg graduate.

Ricky
A gay, musckdound hunk who looks exactly like Nicky. At the end of the show Nicky introduces
him to Rod, who instantly falls in love with him.

S

The cast of We sAveous Qrsrehparsal d |
Photo by Tim Fort

Steven Booth Princeton &

Sharon WheatleyKate
9 Monste) in rehearsal
Photo by Tim Fort



SONGS THE SUN | S SHI NI NG, I T6S A LOVl
A PERFECT MORNING FOR AKID TO PLAY

Act | BUT YOUBVE GOT LOTS iOF BILLS T
WHAT CAN YOU DO?
e "The Avenue Q Theme" YOU WORK REAL HARD AND THE PAY
Company AND EVORY HOUR GOES OH, SO SLO
) _ ANDAT THE END OF THE DAY THERES®
e "What Do You Do withB.A. BUT HOME TO AVENUE Q! YOU LIVE ON AVENUE Q!
in English?* Princeton YOUR FRIENDS DO TOO.

YOU ARE 22 AND YOU LIVE ON AVENUE Q!

* "lt Sucks to Be Me*Brian, YOU LIVE ON AVENUE Q! YOU LIVE ON AVENUE Q!

Kate Monster, Rod, Nicky,
Christmas Eve, Gary
Colemanand Princeton

Act Il
"If You Were Gay'Nicky and Rod . A A, A . oA
* _ q e "tSuq & U2 .S a-Prindetwod LINA & SV |
e "Purpose™ Princeton and Company (note: this was added in the Las Vegas
» "Everyone's a Little Bit RacistPrinceton, version of the show and subsequently
Kate, Gay, Brian, and Christmas Eve added into the Broadway show)
 "The Internet Is for Porn“Kate, Trekkie * 'There Is Life Outside Your Apartment”
Monster, Brian, Gary Coleman, Rod, and Brian, Princeton, Christmas Eve, Gary,
] Nicky,Trekkie Monster, Lucyna
Princeton Company
* GaAE Katednd Princeton e "The More You Ruv SomeoneChristmas
e "I'm Not Wearing Underwear Today" Eve and Kate
Brian e a{ OKI RS yGaNBmrRisky
* "Special* Lucy the Slut e "I Wish | Could Go Back to Collegite,
e "You Can Be as Loud as thdlNeu Want Nicky and Princeton
g/vgen You're Makin' LoveyGary, The e "The Money Song'Nicky, Princeton,
a

Gary, Brian and Christmas Eve

dea Bears, Princeton, Kate, and Company "School for Monsters* Trekkie Monster

¢ "Fantasies Come TrueRod, Kate, Nicky and Company

and Princeton e "The Money Song (Reprise)Nicky,

o "My Girlfriend, Who Lives in CanadaRod Princeton, Gary, Brian and Christmas Eve

e "There's a Fine, Fine LineKate e "There's a Fine, Fine Line (Reprise)"
Princeton and Kate

e "What Do You Do With a B.A. in English?
(Reprise)- Newcomer

e "For Now"- Kate, Brian, &y, Nicky, Rod,
Christmas Eve, Trekkie Monster, Lucy,
TheBad Idea Bears, Princeton and
Company

5 T b2d 2y 2NARIAAYLIT O ai SoNdehighNdR Mviyigkdia.org/wiki/AvenueQ
SOURCES AND INSPIRATION FOR AVENUE Q
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SESAME STREET A Celebration i 40 Years of Life on the Street
Editor Betsy Loredo digs through a treasure trov&esame Stredtistory!

Once upon atime, there was a street called Sesame.

How do you writea book aboutSesame Stre@tWhere do you start? With 40 yearsSdsame
Streethistory behind you and a blank page in front of you, where would you begin? You might
say: Simple. Begin at the beginning. Okay, but where exactly is that? Where would you begin
your life story? On your birth date? Well, fBesame Stre¢hat might be November 10, 1969,

the day the show first aired, blinking to life on public television stations nationwide.

Then again, that isn't really the beginning of its story, not by g kivot. After all, shouldn't you
really start your life story with the moment your parents first met, when the possibility of you
first emerged? In the case 8kesame Stregthat would mean starting with Joan Ganz Cooney,
then a documentary filmmaker fquublic television, and Lloyd Morrisett, head of philanthropic
Carnegie Corporationthe two founders and birth 4

parents ofSesame StreeSo maybe it all began
when Lloyd first popped the question to Joan in
1966: "Can television be used to teach childre@?
with Joan's response after months of research with
teachers and kids: "The Potential Uses of Televisio
a document containing the entire essential DNA for
Sesame Street

Then again, for many Muppétving fans, the story
of Sesame Streethould prdably begin with the
morning Jim Henson, puppeteer and brilliant
filmmaker, first showed up, scaring the bejesus out -
of Joan with his radical hippie gep and then focus squarely on the merry band of Muppeteers
he assembled over the years. But for mudicianados, maybe it starts when composer Joe
Raposo struck the familiar first note of that iconic "sunny day" theme song? Or how about
starting the stroll down memory lane with the moment friendly neighbors Bob, and Susan,
Gordon and Mr. Hooper first stied down the block that November morning? But then, what
about all the people in the neighborhood you never got to meet as kids, the writers and crew
behind the cameras? What about them?

For more on Sesame Street, go to http://www.sesamestreet.org/onair/history/articles

Other related sites:

http://www.henson.com/muppets.php

http://www.sesamesteet.org/

http://pbskids.org/sesame/
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RESOURCES
PUPPETRY IN VERMONT

http://breadandpuppet.org/

http://www.sandglasstheater.org/index.html

HISTORY OF PUPPETRY

http://sunniebunniezz.com/puppetry/puphis
to.htm

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puppé

http://www.amazon.com/PuppetdPuppet
TheatreDavidCurrell/dp/1861261357

AVENUE @UPPET DESIGNER

Rick Lyon, creator of thevenue Puppets:
http://www.lyonpuppets.com/

REVIEWS

http://www.avenueqg.com/broadwayreviews
.html [reviews]

http://theater.nytimes.com/2009/10/22/the
ater/reviews/22avenue.html [NYT review,
Ben Brantley]

http://www.latimes.com/chi03082G
avenueqgreviewstory,0,2423818.story [LA
Times]

http://www.playbill.com/news/article/1328
12-A-Whole-New-PurposeAvenueQ-Will-
ReOpenOff-Broadway [playbill re
reopening]
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Bread & Puppet Theatre, Glover, V'

GENERAL

http://www.spiritus-temporis.com/avenue
a/plot-details.html [plot and characters]

http://www.avenueqg.com/

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Avenue Q
[Wikipedia]

http://avenueq.wordpress.com/ [Ave Q in
London]

http://www.potomacstages.com/Archive/Av
enueQ.htm[general discussion]

http://www.stlyrics.com/a/avenueq.htm
[lyrics]

http://www.playbillstore.com/avenueqg.html
[souvenirs]
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